WORDS UP!

THE KEY MESSAGES THAT ARE BEST FOR LANGUAGE LEARNING, LANGUAGE USE AND CONVERSATION WITH CHILDREN
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Pause and Wait……


Wait before you speak – look expectantly at the child, they will realise that you really want them to make the first move and this will give them time to think about what to say.  Wait for up to 10 seconds.





Play and Talk Together ……


By joining the children in play and following their ideas/lead in play and in what they want to talk about, children will talk more.  An adult can also TELL the children what they are learning, so the children know the language of their learning.











Be Careful with questions……


Children can find questions testing and questions alone unfortunately don’t keep natural conversation going.  Instead comment to the child e.g. your learning to remember a story…” This means they have learned the language of what they are learning first, then balance a comment and a question, never just questions.  Children don’t often remember the language about what happened an hour ago, especially if it was new language for them, so saying what they have learned some time later can be difficult.  Language is learned and used best in the moment.





Copy and Add……


Repetition helps children to learn and it helps them to learn the language of what they are learning from us.  Repeat what they have said back to them then add a little more.  Keep it simple. 


E.g. child says “we are being pirates..” You say “ your being pirates, your playing together” 





Be Face to Face……


Always be physically face to face with the child you are interacting with, get down to their level as much as possible, it makes them feel at ease and interact more.





Quiet time to talk……


Make sure that the children can hear you and each other in play – can you hear them when they talk to you? They need to hear you to learn words and phrases from.


Reduce distractions and keep noisy and quiet play areas separate. 








